
Learning Letters with the Moveable Alphabet - 
MamaMeganAllysa 
  
Letters on lines - provide a lined mat, and a reference booklet/chart for letter 
placement 
 

●​ Level 1 - Great for early exploration of the moveable alphabet. - not building 
words but practicing placement 

●​ Level 2 - Sorting short, tall, and long letters without the reference material and 
then using the reference as a form of self-correcting 

●​ Level 3 - Prompt the child with a sound. Have them find the letter in the tray and 
place the letter on the mat, then use the cards as a self-correcting reference 

Unit Words - Provide thematic word cards and have the child build words with 
references 

●​ Level 1 - provide names of loved ones as a special point of interest 
●​ Level 2 - Create topical cards for a lesson/season/special interest 

ABC Roll - a long fabric mat with the movable alphabet ABC painted on it. (Could also 
be a paper roll)  
 

●​ Can be used with phonics objects, for sorting picture cards, or as a 
letter-matching mat using the moveable alphabet. 

Letter Sorting - particularly good for tricky letters- place a selection of letters in a 
mystery bag and have the child sort them based on what letter they pull 

●​ Could also sort based on short, tall, long, or curved vs straight 
 
Label the room - label objects in the room with their initial sound 
 
Letter Shopping - one set of letters at one table and a movable alphabet at another. 
Pick a letter from the list, remember it. Go to the tray, find it, and bring it back 

Web of letters- create a web with tape or string on a basket/roasting pan. Call out a 
letter sound and have the child use tongs to snatch a letter from the web. Then have 
them put the letter back home in the box- this helps them familiarize themselves with 
the organization of the movable alphabet and makes later games easier  



A later version would be to provide word cards and have the child pull the letters 
needed to write the word 

Letter rescue - take a selection of letters and tape them on a door. Call out a letter and 
have them rescue it and put the letter back home in the box- this helps them familiarize 
themselves with the organization of the movable alphabet and makes later games 
easier  
 
Sensory bin letters - A sensory bin with letters mixed in 

●​ Level 1 - Have them pull a letter out of the sensory bin and find its home in the 
tray. This has them gaining familiarity with the box. 

●​ Level 2 - call out the sound of a letter and have the child find it in the sensory bin. 
This will work on the phonogram (sound) to the grapheme (letter) relation 

●​ Level 3 - For an additional challenge, you could provide cards with the uppercase 
letters, and they have to find the appropriate lowercase letter to match 

I’ve Lost it - have the child look for specific letters in the movable alphabet box.  
 
Prompt them with “I've lost the beginning sound of cat, can you help me find it??” This is 
a great way to give them a chance to show off, and it can also easily be leveled for a 
variety of skill levels. 
 

Missing Letter - having an object or picture next to a mostly complete word, and have 
the child fill in the missing letter. Can be done with the beginning, middle, or end of 
simple words. 

●​ Level 1 - have a preselected group of 4-5 letters, one for each word. This will 
allow a more controlled exposure to the letters for kids who are overwhelmed by 
the movable alphabet box 

●​ Level 2 - present the whole tray of letters and have your learner search for each 
of the missing sounds. 

You choose! - child picks three letters (say your child chooses /r/,  /l/, and /m/)  ‘We 
can make words using these letters!’ ‘Let's write the word rat. Then find the letters while 
slowly saying and emphasizing the letters one at a time 

Say the sound /r/, find the “r,” and place it to the right of the movable alphabet box. Say 
the sound /r/ again while pointing to the letter. Repeat the same procedure with “a” and 
place it to the right of the “r.”  While sliding your finger under the letters blend “ra.” 
Repeat the same procedure with “t” and place it next to the “ra.” Slide your finger along 



under the letters, blending the sounds together to slowly say rat, then repeat the word 
rat with more confidence! 

I’m thinking of… Play a guessing game with your child 

For example try saying “I’m thinking of something that says meow.” Then your child 
says, “cat!” Then she finds the letters for the sounds she hears to build the word, “cat.” 

●​ Could also be played with phonics objects 

Red Blue Cards- small color-coded cards laid out to place the alphabet on to give a hit 
as to the letters needed to write a word  

●​ Could use the cards with objects or pictures, can have preassembled for CVC or 
CCVC, or separate for custom writing 

Ispy-can be done in the whole room, but best to start with a selection of sound objects 
to prevent distraction/overwhelm  

"iSpy with my little eye…" Then pause and spell out the object with the movable 
alphabet. The child reads what you wrote and then finds the object and takes their turn. 
Be prepared for inventive/phonetic spelling on their part when the words get 
bigger/more complex 

●​ Level 1 - CVC objects only 
●​ Level 2- 4-letter words based on sounds the child has mastered 
●​ Level 3 - larger words 
●​ Level 4 - objects from around the room 

Writing words with objects - provide a small selection of objects as word inspiration. 
Have the child select one object and find the letters in the movable alphabet box 
systematically, segmenting the world aloud while they look for the letters. 

Writing words with pictures - provide a selection of CVC word pictures as word 
inspiration, as confidence grows, move on to longer four-letter consonant blend words 
and two-syllable phonetic words (napkin, picnic, cactus)  
 
Word Cards - read a word card to the child and then flip the card upside down on the 
mat. The child writes the word with the movable letters. Then, the child can turn the card 
over to check her work to be sure she got it right 
 



Writing prompts - great for reluctant writers - provide a basket of writing prompts that 
can be for the child to read or for you to read to them. Invite the child to answer the 
question using the movable alphabet to write 
 

Rhyming Family - a single object or picture used to represent a rhyming family, and a 
child generates the family of words by substituting the initial consonants  

* For reluctant writers, you could scaffold this activity by having the word mostly written 
for them, and they just have to plug in the first letter 

Word ladder - a string of words that can be built by changing one letter in the previous 
word to make a new word (Dad, mad, mat, bat, cat). Have the child build the first CVC 
word, then say something like Can you change big to bag. This is a more advanced 
skill; expect to need to be very involved for quite a bit, but it is a great one to practice! 

●​ Level 1 - change beginning sound (this will end up very similar to the 'Rhyming 
Family' game) 

●​ Level 2 - change ending sounds 
●​ Level 3 - change middle sounds 
●​ Level 4 - change any sound 
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